
 
 
 
Biology 2382A — Cell Biology 
Summer Distance 2024 
 
Molecular and structural organization of cells in relation to function. Composition and dynamics of the plasma 
membrane and membrane-bound compartments in cells. Synthesis and trafficking of proteins. Cytoskeleton and cell 
motility. Membrane receptors in signal and energy transduction, cell-cell adhesion and recognition. Excitable 
membranes. 
 
This course, including all testing, is entirely online. 
 
Course content consists primarily of recorded lectures made during the regular offering of the course. 
 
Prerequisites:  A minimum mark of 60% in either Biology 1001A or 1201A and a minimum mark of 60% in either Biology 

1002B or 1202B; Chemistry 1301A and 1302A/B or designated equivalent courses at another institution. 
 
Instructor: Dr. Patrick McDonald (pmcdona5@uwo.ca)  
 
Content:   Course content (e.g., recorded lectures, notes, outcomes are available on the OWL site). 
 
Textbook:  Molecular Cell Biology, 9th Edition, by H. Lodish et al . (MacMillan). An electronic version of this book is 

available through the bookstore: Check the OWL site for details. 
 
Evaluation:  Written assignment: 15% (due Friday, June 7th, 11:59pm) 

Midterm Test: 30% Date TBA 
Final Exam: 55% Date TBA 

 
Tests and examinations in this course will be conducted using a remote proctoring service, such as Proctortrack. By 
taking this course, you are consenting to the use of this software and acknowledge that you will be required to provide 
personal information (including some biometric data) and the session will be recorded. 
 
Completion of this course will require you to have a reliable internet connection and a device that meets the technical 
requirements for this service. Information about the technical requirements are available at the following link: 
https://www.proctortrack.com/tech-requirements/ 
 
Test and Examination 
Both the midterm and final exam will be multiple choice using the same format as first-year biology. 
 
Written assignment 
For 15% of the course grade, you are to write a review paper. Further details will be posted to the OWL site. The 
assignment is due on June 7th. A penalty will be assessed for late submissions 
 
 
 
 
 



Accommodated Evaluations  
Late assignments (without accommodation) will be accepted for 1 week following the due date at a penalty of 10% per 
day. Late assignments with accommodation will not be penalized during the period of accommodation. 
 
Missed Term Tests will have a make-up exam scheduled. Students who are unable to write the make-up prior to the 
release of answers will have their final exam re-weighed. 
 
 
Accommodation and Accessibility 
 
Accommodation Policies 
Students with disabilities work with Accessible Education (formerly SSD) which provides recommendations for 
accommodation based on medical documentation or psychological and cognitive testing. The Academic Accommodation 
for Students with Disabilities policy can be found at: 
https://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/Academic Accommodation_disabilities.pdf 
 
Academic Consideration for Student Absence 
Students will need to provide a Student Medical Certificate if the absence is medical, or provide appropriate 
documentation if there are compassionate grounds for the absence in question. Students are encouraged to contact 
their Faculty academic counselling office to obtain more information about the relevant documentation. 
 
Students should also note that individual instructors are not permitted to receive documentation directly from a 
student, whether in support of an application for consideration on medical grounds, or for other reasons. All 
documentation required for absences must be submitted to the Academic Counselling office of a student's Home 
Faculty. 
 
For policy on Academic Consideration for Student Absences - Undergraduate Students in First Entry Programs, see: 
https://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/Academic_Consideration_for_absences.pdf  
and for the Student Medical Certificate (SMC), see: 
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/medicalform.pdf   
 
Religious Accommodation 
Students should consult the University's list of recognized religious holidays, and should give reasonable notice in 
writing, prior to the holiday, to the Instructor and an Academic Counsellor if their course requirements will be affected 
by a religious observance. Additional information is given in the Western Multicultural Calendar: 
https://multiculturalcalendar.com/ecal/index.php?s=c-univwo   
 
You may also be eligible to write the Special Exam if you are in a “Multiple Exam Situation” (see 
http://www.registrar.uwo.ca/examinations/exam_schedule.html). 
 
If a student fails to write a scheduled Special Examination, the date of the next Special Examination (if granted) normally 
will be the scheduled date for the final exam the next time this course is offered. The maximum course load for that 
term will be reduced by the credit of the course(s) for which the final examination has been deferred. See Academic 
Calendar for details (under Special Examinations).  
 
 
 
 
 



Academic Policies 
 
The website for Registrarial Services is http://www.registrar.uwo.ca.  
 
In accordance with policy, http://www.uwo.ca/its/identity/activatenonstudent.html, the centrally administered e-mail 
account provided to students will be considered the individual’s official university e-mail address. It is the responsibility 
of the account holder to ensure that e-mail received from the University at his/her official university address is attended 
to in a timely manner. 
 
Scholastic offences are taken seriously and students are directed to read the appropriate policy, specifically, the 
definition of what constitutes a Scholastic Offence, at the following Web site: 
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_undergrad.pdf.  
  
All required papers may be subject to submission for textual similarity review to the commercial plagiarism detection 
software under license to the University for the detection of plagiarism. All papers submitted for such checking will be 
included as source documents in the reference database for the purpose of detecting plagiarism of papers subsequently 
submitted to the system. Use of the service is subject to the licensing agreement, currently between The University of 
Western Ontario and Turnitin.com (http://www.turnitin.com). 
 
 
Support Services 
 
Please visit the Science & Basic Medical Sciences Academic Counselling webpage for information on add/drop courses, 
academic considerations for absences, appeals, exam conflicts, and many other academic related matters:  
https://www.uwo.ca/sci/counselling/ 
 
Please contact the course instructor if you require lecture or printed material in an alternate format or if any other 
arrangements can make this course more accessible to you. You may also wish to contact Student Accessibility Services 
(SAS) at (519) 661-2147 if you have any questions regarding accommodations. 
 
Western University is committed to a thriving campus as we deliver our courses in the mixed model of both virtual and 
face-to-face formats. We encourage you to check out the Digital Student Experience website to manage your academics 
and well-being: https://www.uwo.ca/se/digital/. 
 
Learning-skills counsellors at the Student Development Centre (http://www.sdc.uwo.ca) are ready to help you improve 
your learning skills. They offer presentations on strategies for improving time management, multiple-choice exam 
preparation/writing, textbook reading, and more. Individual support is offered throughout the Fall/Winter terms in the 
drop-in Learning Help Centre, and year-round through individual counselling. 
 
Students who are in emotional/mental distress should refer to Mental Health@Western 
(http://www.health.uwo.ca/mental_health) for a complete list of options about how to obtain help. 
 
Additional student-run support services are offered by the USC, http://westernusc.ca/services. 
 


